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Conference Report 

In November 2010, International delegates and child welfare ex-
perts gathered in Palisades, New York for WorldForum  2010, the 
21st annual summit of the International Forum for Child Welfare 

(IFCW). IFCW WorldForum 2010 was co-hosted by The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, 
Inc (CHCF ) and Mentoring USA/Italia, España.  
 
The theme, A World Fit for Children: Advancing the Global Movement, set the stage for roughly 361 
attendants from 27 different nations to come together to discuss the critical issues facing children all 
over the world.  
 
In her opening  speech, Elba Montalvo, Executive Director of The Committee for Hispanic Children and 
Families, stated  that we are at a critical moment in the lives of millions of children around the globe 
and now more than ever need to work together to once and for all end these atrocities. Currently, 
more than 100 million children do not have access to school and 25,000 children die each day due to 
poverty. From Latin America, to Africa to Asia to the Middle East, we encounter defenseless children 
sold as maids or child brides, trafficked in child prostitution, or forced into terrible and dangerous jobs 
or recruited in lives of crime or warfare as child soldiers.  
 
Co‒ Chair and Former First Lady of New York State, Matilda Raffa Cuomo explained, “We have a won-
derful opportunity to come together with other leaders and practitioners who share our interest in pro-
moting the safety and wellbeing of children in the USA and around the world.  We believe this World-
Forum will advance our understanding of the challenges children face globally.”  
 
In addition to the accomplished attendants, IFCW WorldForum 2010 also had an impressive array of 
keynote speakers: Enriqueta Estela Barnes de Carlotto, President of the Asociación Abuelas de Plaza de 
Mayo [Association of Plaza de Mayo Grandmothers] in Argentina; Dr. Arthur A. Klein, Senior Vice Presi-
dent for Pediatric Services, North Shore-LIJ Healthcare System; as well as Efren G. Penaflorida, Jr., CNN 
2009 Hero of the Year and Founder of the Dynamic Teen Company.  Also, exhibitors such as CARF Inter-
national, ICRIF, and the Adoption Exchange displayed their organization’s work giving delegates an op-
portunity to learn more about each of the organizations and a chance to network. 

 

 
 
 
  

“My objective is to help other children be pulled 
out from the dread of their situation through the 
power of education and of the message of hope, of 
love and faith.”-  

Keynote Speaker,  Efren G. Peñaflorida, Jr.  

Introduction 
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A  World Fit  for Children 

Conference Statistics and Survey Findings  

                 
 Approximately 27 countries were represented with a total of 361 delegates from all over the world. Notably, 52 of 

the delegates were youth.   
 
 Some of the nations represented were Argentina, Canada, Ghana, India, Korea, the Netherlands and United States. 

Of  47 surveyed from the conference, 5  traveled from the Caribbean, 5 from South America, 18 from Europe, 12 
from Africa, 3 from Australia, 6 from Asia and 311 from North America. 

 
 In response to a  conference survey of 47 participants, 51% work in the nonprofit sector, 21% in academia, 17% in 

government and 4% are either self employed or in the private sector.  
 
 The conference featured seven Keynote Speakers, 11 exhibitors,  22 Plenary Speakers, 66 workshops, and 88 Present-

ers, who offered innovative research and strategies to tackle critical children’s issues.   
 
 In concurrence with the conference, a YouthForum was held to provide a youth perspective on the issues pre-

sented. A declaration was drafted in order for us to commit ourselves to strive towards what the youth places as the 
most important issues facing them today.  

 
 The conference was organized under four major overarching themes, Protecting against Abuse Exploitation and 

Violence; Promoting Healthy Lives; Providing Quality Education for All; and Combating HIV/AIDS.  
 
 According to a survey of 47 conference attendees, 34.2% said that “Protection Against Abuse Exploitation and Vio-
lence” was the most learned about theme.  

 
 The conference’s cross-cutting focus areas dealt with Racial/ ethnic disparities and social justice; Family stability, 

immigration, migration and mobility ; Active participation and empowerment of youth and families; Poverty, hun-
ger, and nutrition; and Minority and indigenous languages/ identity and culture.   

 
 The survey of participants found that 28.6% ranked “Racial/ Ethnic Disparities and Social Justice” as the most learned 

cross-cutting focus area.  
 
 In regard to what ways the conference benefited the participants’ work, 41.8% ranked “Developed Relationships 

with Delegates and Speakers” as the most beneficial. Furthermore, 34.1% ranked “Learned Innovative Approaches” 
as the second most beneficial take-away from the conference. 

 
 

“The WorldForum was a great experience . Meeting other professionals in the field of assisting children and families was a 
rewarding and enlightening experience.”   
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In the “Voices of Experience” plenary session, Cheryl Perera spoke about the 
horrors of child sexual exploitation and sexual tourism. The Canadian activist 
told of Sri Lanka youths being drawn into the sex trade after believing they 
were being employed as servers in local bars. Once they arrived for work, how-
ever, they were forced to dance for tourists who then selected them for sex. She 
urged more efforts to build a rehabilitation centre in the region for children 
needing a safe place to escape and recuperate from their lives in the sex trade.  

Promoting Healthy Lives 
In the “Promoting Child Health and Development” plenary session, the understanding of child nutrition was broadened 
and strengthened  as a result of debate from two speakers regarding biology vs culture as the cause of eating disorders. 
Dr. Michael Leon argued that a biological mechanism  is the causative factor for anorexia in children. He stated that so-
ciocultural factors have been over emphasized. In contrast, Lynn Grefe argued that sociocultural factors have played a 
huge impact in creating eating disorders in children.  

Providing Quality Education for All 
In the “Support for Education, Youth and Families” plenary session, the speakers discussed difficult circumstances facing 
youth in the USA and internationally; such as poverty, homelessness, juvenile delinquency and family instability.  To 
achieve success in education and be resilient, they affirmed the importance of mentoring, counseling, social services, and 
afterschool programs as tools to help youth to succeed.  Jerry Tello discussed the support that his organization has pro-
vided for young men who often turn to gangs to provide alternative family support that they lack at home. Through 
counseling and support, these young men are able to cope with their difficult circumstances.  

In the “Promoting Healthy Lives and Families” plenary session, Dr. Stephen Nicholas 
emphasized the important linkages between medical technology and the ability to 
eradicate HIV/AIDS.  Dr. Nicholas drew attention to the great strides that have been 
made in the US in controlling the potentially devastating consequences of the AIDS 
virus for children born with the infection. In contrast,  he explained that the condi-
tions in the third world countries are such that technology is limited and as a result, 
children regularly die of the HIV/AIDS infections. More effort is needed to make these 
technologies available worldwide to save children’s lives.  

Key Outcomes  
“I found the speakers in plenary to be quite impressive and covered a remarkable 

breadth of issues affecting children and adolescents.”   

Cheryl Perera, Founder, OneChild Network and Support Systems 

 Protecting against Abuse Exploitation and Violence 

Combating HIV/AIDS 

Dr. Stephen W. Nicholas, Founder of the Columbia University International Family 
AIDS Program;  Professor of Population and Family Health, Professor of Clinical Pedi-
atrics,  College of Physicians and Surgeons 
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A  World Fit  for Children 

Opening Ceremony  

Elba Montalvo , Executive Director, 
Committee for Hispanic Children 
and Families,  
 
“Families are today moving from 
south to north and east to west. 
They are moving in pursuit of work, 
of freedom, of justice of a safe place 
to live. And they are traveling with 
their children. Of the 50 million 
migrants spread across the globe, 
half are children.”  

Matilda Raffa Cuomo  
Former First Lady of New York; Founder,  
Mentoring USA and Mentoring USA/Italia 

  
“ We hope you enjoy all the keynotes, 
plenaries, workshops and other special events. 
Hopefully, by sharing our concern and 
solutions, we will leave here energized to 
continue our very important work for the 
benefit of children and families everywhere.” 

Catriona Williams  
President, IFCW;  
Chief Executive, Children in Wales  

The Opening Ceremony introduced the forum and expectations of the three day event.  
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Bonnie Brae Knights Drum Corp  

Peter Duddling  
Treasurer, IFCW; WorldForum 2010 Program Committee Chair ; 
Executive Director, Child Welfare League of Canada.  

Murad Awawdeh 
Environmental Justice Organizer, UPROSE; 
Youth Forum Steering Committee Member 

Celia Cruz High School of Music Women’s Choir 
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Keynote Speakers  
Seven impressive keynote speakers shared their thoughts and experiences on current 

issues facing our children.  

Estela Barnes de Carlotto   
President of Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo, 
Argentina.  
“We, the Abuelas De Plaza de Mayo (Grandmothers 
of Plaza de Mayo) were born as a consequence of 
the military dictatorship that seized power on 
March 24, 1976, commencing the most horrendous 
political, social and economic period in 
Argentina...In addition to such perverse practices, 
there were also the practices involving the children 
of the victims, including those carried inside the 
wombs of the kidnapped mothers.” 

Dr. Arthur A. Klein  
Senior Vice President for Pediatric Services, North Shore-LIJ 
Healthcare System; Executive Director and Chief of Staff, 
Steven and Alexandra Cohen Children’s Medical Center of 
NY; Philip Lanzkowsky Professor of Pediatrics, Hofstra 
North Shore-LIJ Medical School . 

Dr. Susan Lynn Bissell  
Associate Director and Chief,  

Child Protection Programmes, UNICEF  

The Global Nature of Technology  
and Medicine 

Moving to a Rapid Adoption World 

Memory, Truth and Justice 

Child Protection and Violence in 
a Globalizing World  



 November 8-11, Palisades, New York   7 

Conference Report 

Efren G. PeñaFlorida 
Jr, Founder  of the Dynamic 
Teen Company, and CNN 
2009 Hero of the Year,  
Philippines.  

Dr. Djibril Diallo 
Senior Advisor to the Executive Director ,  

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  

Dr. Philip Ozuah 
Chairman of the Department of Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine of Yeshiva University and Montefiore Medi-
cal Center and Physician-in-Chief of The Children’s Hospital at 
Montefiore. 

Global Medical Education 
In Concept and Practice 

Attaining the Millenium Development Goals 
by 2015 

The Contributions of Youth, Sport, and Culture 
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Plenary Sessions  
22 Plenary Speakers from all over the world  shared their innovative ideas and practices  

on a better world for our children.  

From left to right::  
Bryan Samuels, Commissioner, United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families; Gladys Carrión,  Commissioner, New York State Office of Children and Family Services;  Hon. Gord 
Mackintosh, Minister of Family Services and Consumer Affairs, Manitoba, Canada; Hon. Gaetano Calà, Director Associ-
azione Nazionale Famiglie Emigrati, Sicily.  

Protecting Children: An International Perspective   

Featuring Lilliam Barrios Paoli, Commissioner, New York City Department 
for the Aging; Annie Barnes, Grandparent Caregiver, Grandparent Building Bronx, NY; Fatuma 
Gwao, Co-founder, Grandma -2- Grandma (Bibi Kwa Bibi), Tanzania; Rimas Jasin, Executive 

Director, Presbyterian Senior Services; Jann Mitchell, Founder, Bibi Jann Children’s Care Trust; and 
Original song written and sung by Yolanda Ruth Howard, age 15. 

Active Grand Parenting Now 
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Featuring Mark Wagar, Empire BlueCross BlueShield; Margaret Gillis, Director of 
Childhood and Adolescence, Public Health Agency of Canada; Dr. Stephen W. 
Nicholas, Founder of the Columbia University International Family AIDS 
Program; Professor of Clinical Population and Family Health; Professor of Clinical 
Pediatrics and Dean of Admissions, College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Columbia University ; and Dr. Leonardo Trasande, Associate Professor, 
Department of Preventive Medicine and Pediatrics, Co-Director, Children’s 
Environmental Health Center, Mount Sinai School of Medicine.  

Featuring Stephen Powell, Executive Director, Mentoring USA; Sergio Cuomo, 
Executive Director, Mentoring USA/Italia and Spain; Laurence S. Belinsky, President and 
CEO, HELP USA; Jerry Tello, Director, National Latino Fatherhood and Family Institute .  

Promoting Healthy Lives and Families 

Support for Education, Youth and Families 
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Featuring Sharon Osborne, Executive Director, Children’s Home Society of Washington, 
Seattle;  Lynn Grefe; Chief Executive Officer, National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA); 
Dr. Michael Leon; Professor of Neurobiology and Behavior, Associate Dean of Biological 
Sciences, University of California, Irvine; and partner, The Mando Group; David P. Kirchhoff; 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Weight Watchers 

Voices of Experience 
Featuring Victoria Rowel, New York Times Bestselling Author, Actress and 
Humanitarian;  Regina Calcaterra, Corporate Fraud Attorney and Foster Care 
Role Model;  Makwei Mabioor Deng, Banaa Scholarship Recipient and Sudan 
Refugee, USA/Sudan;  Cheryl Perera, Founder and President, OneChild, 
Canada. 

Promoting Child Health and Development 
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Staff and Volunteers 

The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families would like to 
recognize those who generously volunteered their time to help 
with the WorldForum 2010. For the conference, 40 staff and volun-
teers from various organizations helped to organize the confer-
ence by raising the funds needed; coordinating logistics off and 
onsite; handling guest registrations and accommodations; manag-
ing the administration process; overseeing transportation to and 
from the events; and managing on site issues.  Without your help, 
the conference would not have been such a success. Many of the 
notes that have come in about the conference have specifically 
mentioned the volunteers.  We are grateful and appreciate all that 
you have done to contribute to the success of the WorldForum 
2010. “Thank you” to our staff and volunteers who helped make 
the conference a success. 

Sara Rydberg 
Mary A. Susnjara 
Genine Tantao 
Claudia Urey 

Leekeesha Waterton 

Erica Acosta 
Yessenia Cardona 
Anne Coffey 

Vanessa Díaz-López 

Karen DiPeri 
Camille Ferrara 

Vanessa Forero-Puerta 
Felipe Franco 

Noah Franklin 
Martin Gerlich 
Christine Golder 
Ashley Howard 
Rena Kuhl 
Anne Logan 

María Eugenia Mondéjar 
Sandra Morrice 
Reshmi Nair 
Florina Petcu 

Julián Quiñones 
Vanessa Ramos 
Krystal Reyes 
Vivian Rivera 
Eneida Román 
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Workshops  

 Addressing Racial Equity in Child Welfare 
Policies  

 Combating Child Trafficking  

 Meeting the Needs of Immigrant Children and 
Families in the Child Welfare System 

 Early Education: Experiences Around the 
World  

 International Children’s Rights Issues 

 Youth Empowerment  

 Engaging Family Members and Foster Parents 

 Childcare and Child Welfare Issues for 
Immigrant and Minority Groups  

Over the course of two days, 66 workshops took place on a range of topics. 

 Advancing the Rights of Children Around the 
World  

 Engaging Families  

 Helping Children Find Family Support  

 Confronting Challenges for Women: Domestic 
Violence and Education 

 Human Rights and Cultural Sensitivity for 
Children  

 Accountability for Children’s Rights  

 Global Tools for NGOs and Child Welfare 
Workers  

 Preventing  and Treating HIV/AIDS in Children 
and Youth  
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"It's truly amazing what one or two people can accomplish. You see a need, and decide to do something 
about it. Africa is filled with small projects such as ours, all because someone decided to take action. And 
you never know how one idea will expand. Our simple 3-room school outside Dar es Salaam has grown 
from daycare through 5th grade with 200 students - with a new campus and more grades developing; 
GRANDMA-2-GRANDMA for grandmothers raising their AIDS-orphaned grandchildren (25 women, 80+ 
kids); a housing complex for those who were homeless; a G2G store to earn money; craft sales; Smart Girls 
Club to keep our preteens safe and focused; a small farm run by the grandmothers; and now a small inn 
to house visitors and earn money. Two women have impacted hundreds of lives!" - Jann Mitchell, Foun-
der of Bibi Jann Children’s Care Trust, who spoke during the Active Parenting Now Plenary Session.   
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Social Activities  
Social Activities were arranged on each evening of the forum to give delegates the 

opportunity to network and socialize. Also, trips for the delegates were coordinated to the 
United Nations and The Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC.  

At the IBM Palisades Learning Center welcomed all the delegates with a student performance and pro-
vided an atmosphere for building new relationships.  

Opening Ceremony  
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A Gala Dinner was held at the Florentine Gardens on the last evening of the forum, which gave delegates 
a time to reflect on what they’ve learned and solidify  new relationships for future projects.  

The Gracie Mansion 

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg (featured on the right); 
Kenneth Raske , President and CEO, Greater New York Hospital 
Association and Mark Wagar, President and CEO of Empire BlueCross 
BlueShield hosted a reception for the delegates at The Gracie 
Mansion.  

Gala Dinner  
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Youth Forum  
Over 52 young people from around the world participated in the WorldForum plenary ses-
sions, as well as convened independent YouthForum workshops, networking sessions, and 

other social activities.   

Members of the Youth Steering Committee, in collaboration with Manhattan Neighborhood Networks 
Youth Channel, developed a PSA that was shown at the opening ceremony of the WorldForum 
2010.  The PSA promoted the importance in attending the YouthForum and encouraged direct 
participation of youth as imperative to inspiring positive change. The collaboration resulted in the 
making of a documentary, filmed 
throughout the forum, which 
captured the perspective and 
experiences of all participants.  A 

A Keynote Speech on Finding 
your Voice was given by Jerry 
Tello, Director, National Latino 
Fatherhood and Family Institute .  
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An appearance by Priscilla Star Diaz “P-Star” 
captured the hearts of the youth participants.   
P-Star Rising, an inspiring documentary of her 
life, provided a motivating experience for the 
youth participants. Priscilla Diaz, young 
actress and rapper, performed two songs and 
opened up the floor for a Q&A dialogue 
where the youth got the chance to ask 
questions.   

During the closing ceremony , the youth 
gathered once last time to share and 
reflect on their experiences.  
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Youth Workshops and Panels  
Separate workshops and panels tailored to the youth assured that the youth perspective 

was critically incorporated into the overall impact of the conference.   

Some of the topics discussed were:  

 

Youth as our Present: Finding Your Voice, Living Your Truth 

Access Granted: Opening  Quality Education to All Children Worldwide  

Our People Our Futures! 

The United Nations: Advancing the Human Rights of Children and Families  

Technology Helping Us to Act  

Comprehensive Approach to Sex Education  

Next Generation: Utilizing Modern Strategies, Technologies, and Social Media to En-
gage Youth and Create Change 

Transforming Lives Through Mentoring  

Gender Equality: Turning Women’s Oppression into Opportunity Worldwide  
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 The voices of young people were heard at YouthForum 2010, an integral part of the 
IFCW’s WorldForum 2010.  

Youth Declaration  
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After the ceremony, the declaration was read and handed over to Catriona Williams, President of IFCW, who declared 

to share with member organizations to encourage to adopt the principles when interacting with youth.  

WorldForum 2010-Youth Declaration 

We, the youth need to be treated with respect. We should not just be recipients of charity, but instead have an active say 
in the determination of our futures. We need the system to value quality based results as opposed to quantity. Look at 
each youth as an individual, not as a statistic. Talk with us, not about us, considering our different stories holistically.  

1.      We demand that all children and youth be entitled to basic needs including shelter, nutrition, health care, love,  
and emotional support. 

2.      We the youth demand that all young people globally should be treated equally.  

3.      We demand that all young people should have equal access to education resources  including schooling, life 
skills, and mental health. 

4.      Empower us by giving us the tools to make a difference to our futures. It should be required for all organiza-
tions affecting young people to include youth representation in all their major decision making processes.  

5. We the youth need to be included in current governmental decision making processes because OUR futures 
will be impacted by current policy changes. We should be able to hold current decision makers accountable. 

6.      We the youth demand that issues concerning Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender youth   are addressed. It 
is also important to note that LGBT youth should not have to be a separate category since that is inherently 
discriminatory. 

We the youth call upon the adults to join us in making this a world truly fit for children and adults working inter-
generationally. 

Allow us to make this a world truly our own; a world filled with love where each child is everyone’s child; where parents 
and their children can be friends, where men and women are treated as equals, where no one is judged for being who 
they are by society. Assist us in building a world where our rights are truly entitlements and not privileges. 

“Giving someone fish will feed them for one day, but teaching someone to fish will feed them,  
their family, and their communities for a lifetime.” 
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